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A View From The Footplate 
 

Our last meeting in Harry’s basement was 
well attended which was good since there 
were some important issues to discuss. 
However, before touching on that there were 
a couple of routine business items to cover. 
A question was raised whether we should 
publish a membership list for external 
distribution but the general feeling was to 
keep it internal. However, the current list is 
in need of updating and Harry agreed to take 
that on although the area of membership is 
one that we probably should address in a 
more formal way and maybe create a 
position responsible for this. 
The main topic to be covered however 
concerned the current and future status of 
the display modules. Currently Tim Wills is 
not in a position to provide transportation or 
storage due to commitments to his 
Accounting studies for his three modules. I 
also learned recently that John Nicholas has 
sold his minivan and the replacement Focus 
can only handle one module rather than the 
two modules he is currently storing. 
Complicating the issue further is my own 
personal situation in that it is very likely 
Lois and I will be moving to a retirement 
community in Batavia early in the New 
Year. This in my mind raises the issue as to 
whether or not we should be considering a 
modified display set- up with a smaller 
number of modules. I presented two 
alternate layouts having 13 or 8 modules as 
alternatives.  That may be easier to manage 
but the general consensus was to stay with 
our plans for 16 modules and if we find that 
we cannot handle it logistically then we can 
always reduce the configuration later.  In the 
short term, Harry offered to make his 
basement available for the reworking of the 
modules that was intended to be done at my 
place starting in January.  This will be a big 

help and Harry will coordinate the logistics 
in getting stuff to his location and I know 
every one else is prepared to offer as best 
they can. As far as transport is concerned the 
group is prepared to cover the cost of a 
suitable rental vehicle as required. Robin 
and Grant suggested fabrication of a rack for 
transport and agreed to pursue this 
independently. All in all it was a very 
enthusiastic and constructive response to the 
problems at hand. 
The meetings last topic was a historical and 
“artistic” review of work carried out by past 
and present members and presented by 
Harry. I found the presentation interesting 
and a good demonstration of the talent that 
resides in our group.  
Finally, since this is the last business 
meeting of the year I wish to invite all our 
members to an Open House at 17 Golf Ave, 
Clarendon Hills on Saturday December 13th 
from 4:00 until 7:00 pm. Spouses and/or 
friends are welcome. This has traditionally 
been a very festive event and we look 
forward to more of the same.  I do not have 
time to send out invitations so this will be 
the only notification you will get. BE SURE 
TO GET IT ON YOUR CALENDAR AND 
TELL YOUR SIGNIFICANT OTHER!      
RSVP's appreciated 
Look forward to seeing many of you on 
December 13th!  
 
Until then Happy Modelling   
Don Buchanan  

 



Module Rework Project 
 
We are going ahead with our plans to 
rework the under module wiring and track 
work as necessary on all sixteen of the 
modules. The location for this project has 
been changed to Harry Raynis’ house in 
Naperville because of Don Buchanan’s 
imminent move out to Batavia. 
All of the modules need to be moved to 
Harry’s place by the first week in January so 
the work can begin. Fun and Run sessions 
and regular BTS meetings will probably 
become module work sessions throughout 
January and February. 
Harry will be in touch with each of the 
module owners/custodians to arrange for the 
moves. We need a volunteer to act as Project 
Leader for the electrical and track work. 
Please call Harry or Don if you are 
interested. 
If there are no other recommended changes 
or additions to the module specifications by 
the end of the year, we will go with what 
Ralph Transue and John Struthers have put 
together by that time. 
All ideas, thoughts and comments are most 
welcome now. But don’t wait to speak up, 
because this project is our highest priority 
and will begin in January. 

 

Calendar of Coming Events 
 
December 13th, 4:00  – 7:00 pm 
Buchanan Open House 
Clarendon Hills (Don Buchanan) 
 
December 14th, 9:30 am – 3:00 pm 
Great Midwest Train Show 
Wheaton (DuPage County Fairgrounds) 
 
January 11th, 9:30 am – 3:00 pm 
Great Midwest Train Show 
Wheaton (DuPage County Fairgrounds) 

 
 
 

Recent Scenes of Don’s Layout 
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