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The View from the Footplate 
 

At our April meeting we discussed the upcoming picnic.  The picnic will be June 

24th at Ralph Transue's house in Lombard.  The club will supply the meat dishes.  

We will have a signup at the May meeting so that each member can let us know 

what they will be bringing as a side dish.  If you cannot be at the May meeting, just 

email me and I will put your dish on the list.  Also, if you have a nice donation 

please bring it to the May meeting.  Harry is organizing the raffle for the picnic. 

The May meeting will be a two parter: 

 Grant will report on his trip to England!  

 The second part of the program is bring a model you have built to show off.  

It can be a building, a goods wagon, or a kit-built loco.  Whatever.  Grant is 

bringing some of his work. 

We also held a discussion about the All-American Show.  Suggestions included 

that we ask for a bigger footprint for the next show so that we have more room 

'inside' the layout.  It was also suggested that we begin long term planning for a 

new modular layout.  Grant estimated the current layout has about three more 

years before replacement.  If we begin planning now we can get a new layout up 

and running  without a last minute rush. 

Well that's about it, see you on May 20th at Harry's. 

Gil Koenigsaecker, President 

  



British Train Society - Left Hand Running - May, 2017 

 

 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

May 20th: Meeting at Harry's, Grant's presentation and show and tell 

about a model you have built 

June 24th: Picnic at Ralph Transue's, more info in June newsletter 

July 22nd: Program TBA 

August 19th: Meeting at Gil's house.  Garden Railway running! 

 Be sure to let John Temple know if you have any program ideas (and the 

dates you would like to present.) 

 

 

Membership Update 
 
Don Buchanan reports that he has a new email - please update your records to 
donlobuchanan@gmail.com . 

 

  

mailto:donlobuchanan@gmail.com
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THE “PLANET” 
 

 
 

If you watched ITV/ PBS Masterpierce television series “Victoria” in one episode 

you may have seen the Queen and Prince Albert taking a ride on a steam 

locomotive, this was a working replica of the “Planet”  

The original locomotive was the ninth locomotive built for the L&MR, it was 

Stephenson's next major design change after the “Rocket”, It had a steam dome 

to prevent water reaching the cylinders and buffers plus couplings in a position 

setting a new standard. 

It was the first locomotive to employ inside cylinders, and subsequently the 2-2-0 

type became known as Planets. On 23 November 1830 No.9 Planet ran the 

approximately 31 miles from Liverpool to Manchester in one hour. 
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The working replica was built in 1992 by the Friends of the Museum of Science 

and Industry in Manchester, and is operated by volunteers to provide rides for 

visitors. When not in steam the locomotive is on display in the museum's Power 

Hall. “Planet” has visited several other Heritage railways including Shildon 

Locomotion Museum. 

George Rowland 

 
 

Your Contributions are Welcome! 
 

Left Hand Running is your newsletter, and without contributions from the 

membership content will be very thin.  I encourage everyone to submit articles be 

they large or small, prototype or model.  Please contact me at kford@ameritech.net 

with your ideas or submissions.  Thank you! 

Ken Ford, LHR Editor 

mailto:kford@ameritech.net

