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The View from the Footplate 
 

There is a lot of news from our July meeting that I will try to summarize for 

everyone.  We will be attending the Southland train Show so set aside some time 

to help move and setup the layout.  On Friday October 13th we will move the layout 

from Harry’s basement to the Southland Show.  Setup time is from 5-10 PM.  The 

show itself is on Saturday October 14th 10-5 and Sunday October 15th 10-3.  On 

Sunday we need help moving the layout back to Harry's.  On November 4th and 5th 

we will also attend the Roselle Library show.  This show does not require the layout 

so we will just need people to man the table both days. 

Ken Carlson passed around an article written by his son, Jeff and published in 

Model Railroad Craftsman.  Check it out if you were not at the meeting.  Ken 

thought it likely his son (who is a long distance member of the club) would be 

interested in building a special car for running at the shows.  Maybe one of the 

members has an idea of something unique or unusual that is not available ready 

to run and would be an interesting project. 

On a more somber note, Don Buchanan informed us that due to his wife’s poor 

health he will be moving out of his condo to a smaller apartment.  He has very 

generously offered to donate his train materials (layout, books,and trains) to the 

club.  In exchange the club will help him move these out of his basement and over 

to Harry’s until we can deal with them.  We will probably need help at some time 

in September or October moving these items so keep that in mind.  We will let you 

know. 

Then discussion moved on to the new layout.  The general consensus of the 

members present was that the next layout needed to be lightweight, easy to 

transport and setup, and probably smaller.  It was felt it should be a continuous 

running loop.  This would provide even more space for individual members to 
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display small module layouts like Rich’s tram layout, Robyn’s switching layout ,and 

maybe an N-scale layout. 

Well, that’s all for now.  Be sure to attend the August meeting which will be at my 

house, the address is 428 Hummingbird Lane, Bolingbrook, IL 60440.  My number 

is 630-679-0318 if you get lost!  The main feature is my garden layout, so be sure 

to bring G-scale trains to run!!!!! 

Gil Koenigsaecker, President 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

August 19th: Meeting at Gil's house.  Garden Railway running! 

September 16th: Meeting at Harry’s house 

October 13th, 14th, 15th: Southland train show 

November 4th & 5th: Roselle Library train show 

November 18th: Annual Swap meet at Harry’s house 

• Be sure to let John Temple know if you have any program ideas (and the 

dates you would like to present.)  
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The Surrey Iron Railway 
 

 
 

The Surrey Iron Railway was authorized by an Act of Parliament in 1801 and was 

the first public railway although it was predated by private railways used exclusively 

by the owners for moving their own goods. 

 

The track was comprised of iron L-section rails 4' 2" apart secured onto stone 

blocks.  The trucks were horse-drawn, typically 8' x 4' x 2' deep and weighing about 

1 ton.  They could carry 3 tons of coal, lime or grain.  One horse could pull up to 

ten wagons but the usual number was about four. 

 

It was a public toll railway, providing a track for independent goods haulers to use 

their own horses and wagons.  The company did not operate its own trains. 

Sometimes it leased out the track and the dock, and sometimes it collected tolls 

and kept the line in repair itself.  It ran from Wandsworth Wharf on the River 

Thames to Croydon via Mitcham. 

 

The Surrey Iron Railway is famous for being the first company in the world to 

include the word "railway" in its title.  Despite this, it was not what we today would 
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recognize as a railway. It was actually a plateway, where vehicles with plain wheels 

ran along flanged rails. 

 

Although it was at first proposed to extend to Portsmouth, the use of the Surrey 

Iron Railway railway declined as steam railways were built locally, and it was 

closed to traffic on 31st August 1846. 

 

 
The Surrey Iron Railway in its Declining Years 

 
George Rowland 
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A Look Back at Harry Raynis' Layout 
 

Folllowing are pictures of Harry's layout taken in August 2010.  The day featured 
GWR items with a shed of Panier tanks and an autocar on the branchline train as 
well as action at the freight depot. 
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Andrew Cornillie 
 
 

 

Your Contributions are Welcome! 
 

Left Hand Running is your newsletter, and without contributions from the 

membership content will be very thin.  I encourage everyone to submit articles be 

they large or small, prototype or model.  Please contact me at kford@ameritech.net 

with your ideas or submissions.  Thank you! 

Ken Ford, LHR Editor 

mailto:kford@ameritech.net

