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The View from the Footplate 

We had a good show at Southland.  Big thanks to John Temple for his help with 

the transport using his trailer.  Thanks to all members who were able to help load 

and unload and keep the trains rolling!  The layout worked fine after some tweaks 

after setup.  There are a few minor repairs that I will tackle soon but it seems to 

have worked fine.  

On to the next event!  The Roselle Library train show is coming up.  This is what I 

have on the signup sheet - but others should feel free to help out! 

Roselle Train Show (Roselle Public Library, 40 Park St, Roselle, IL 60172) 

Saturday, November 4th 9:00 - 12:30: 

• John W., Bill D. 

Saturday, November 4th 12:30 - 4:00: 

• John W., Mike P., Ken C. 

Sunday, November 5th 1:00 - 4:00 

• Gil K,Ken C 

If you are not on the list please email me (gkoenigsaecker@gmail.com) and I will 

put you on the list.  I will send a reminder the week of the show! 

This show is a good time to bring any display items you would like to show off.  

Rich plans to bring his tram both days.  I plan to bring my tram layout Sunday.  See 

you there! 

mailto:gkoenigsaecker@gmail.com
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Then, November 18th we have our annual swap meet.  If you are bringing a number 

of items email Harry so he can have space set up for you to display your wares!  

Harry’s address is 1537 Warbler Dr., Naperville; his email is 

hraynis4691@wowway.com 

Gil Koenigsaecker, President 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

November 4th & 5th: Roselle Library train show - 40 Park St, Roselle, IL 

60172 - 9:00 to 4:00 Saturday, 1:00 - 4:00 Sunday 

November 18th: Annual Swap meet at Harry’s house 

December TBD: Christmas Party, date and time we will discuss at the 

November meeting! 

• Be sure to let John Temple know if you have any program ideas (and the 

dates you would like to present.) 

Pushpulls 
 

 
Pushpull entering the village branch line station on my layout.  The motive power 

is a Drummond M7, the coach I built myself. 
 
I was born and raised in the small market town of Dorking in the county of Surrey. 

mailto:hraynis4691@wowway.com
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Although the town is small, it has the distinction of having three railway stations, 

two on the line running east to west and one on the line running north to south.  

The east west line was originally the old South East Coast Railway built in 1849 

and the north south line was the old London Brighton and South Coast Railway 

built in 1867. 

These two lines became the Southern Railway after the 1923 grouping. 

Although they cross each other there is no connection between the two lines.  

There was, however, one exception - a connection built during WWII for military 

purposes. 

Dorking was an early beneficiary of the Southern Railway’s extensive electrification 

program.  From Sunday 12th July 1925 electric trains working on the SR standard 

660 volt DC third rail system operated a regular interval service twice an hour, 

seven days a week, between Dorking and London Waterloo. 

The line running to the south of Dorking did not get electrification until 1938 and 

during that time from 1925, pushpulls were a regular sight.  Early locomotives were 

the D Class 0-4-2T and later the Drummond M7. 

The distinguishing design feature of a pushpull coach is the driving cab at one end 

allowing the driver to control the train without needing to be located in the cab of 

the steam locomotive.  This eliminated the need to run the engine around to the 

other end of the coach at the end of each journey. 

When running the pushpull coach ‘first', the regulator is operated by a linkage to a 

rotating shaft running the length of the locomotive, passing below the cab floor.  

This engages via a telescopic coupling with another shaft running the full length 

below the floor of the coach.  This shaft is turned by a second regulator lever in the 

cab of the coach.  When running engine “first”, the driver takes his normal place in 

the locomotive. 

The driver can operate the regulator, brakes and whistle from the far (cab) end of 

the coach; the fireman remains on the locomotive and in addition to firing also 

controls the valve gear settings.  The driver, guard and fireman communicate with 

each other by an electric bell system.  The Southern Railway also operated push-

pull trains of up to two coaches in some commuter areas. 

George Rowland 
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British Rail History Tidbits 
 

Time 

Clocks in Britain were not always accurate.  In some cases, like Bath for instance, 

London Time was half and hour ahead - so 3.30pm in Bath would be 4.00pm in 

London!  This was because coaches and canal journeys were so slow that the 

accuracy of the clock was irrelevant.  As trains developed and timetables were set, 

time had to be standardized and in 1846 all station clocks were set at Greenwich 

Mean Time. 

Newspapers and Mail 

National daily newspapers became common after the development of the railways.  

Before the railways, towns and cities tended to read only local newspapers.  By 

1900 there were many different national newspapers in circulation all delivered to 

hundreds of cities around Britain.  The Times and the Guardian, although printed 

in London, could be delivered all over the country.  As news traveled faster people 

became more informed of what was going on in the country.  At the same time the 

postal service also became faster and cheaper with the introduction of the penny 

post. 

The postal services afforded by the Railway companies were very great.  Every 

Friday night eight or ten vans were needed to carry weekly papers on the North 

Western Railway alone.  Papers would not have been printed if the railway was 

not there to transport them. 

Gil Koenigsaecker 

 
Your Contributions are Welcome! 

 

Left Hand Running is your newsletter, and without contributions from the 

membership content will be very thin.  I encourage everyone to submit articles be 

they large or small, prototype or model.  Please contact me at kford@ameritech.net 

with your ideas or submissions.  Thank you! 

Ken Ford, LHR Editor 
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