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The View from the Footplate 
 

Happy New Year! 

We had a great Christmas party!  I’ve included some photos of the festivities.  I 

think we were lucky to get it in before the weather turned so cold!  Our next 

meeting will be January 20th at Harry’s at our usual gathering time of 1:30.  

You can all bring any new Christmas acquisitions to run.  We received a very 

nice letter thanking us for our attendance at the Roselle Library Show.  I can 

pass that around for all to read at our meeting.  We will hear from John Temple 

about some program ideas he has, and you should all bring your own ideas 

along to share. We can also discuss the All American Train Show coming up 

Saturday March 24th at the Lyons Township High School in La Grange. See you 

all there! 

Gil Koenigsaecker, President 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

January 20th: Monthly meeting at Harry’s 1:30 PM 

March 24th: All American Train Show, Lyons Township High School, 

La Grange - save the date! 

• Be sure to let John Temple know if you have any program ideas (and the 

dates you would like to present.) 
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2018 Christmas Party Photos 
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A Real Mouthful! 

I imagine that most British Railway modelers would like to visit Britain just to visit 

the many railway museums and preserved steam railways in England, Wales and 

Scotland. 

But how would you like to try to buy a ticket on British Rail to… 

Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwyll-llantysiliogogogoch? 

Yes, this railway station does exist in Britain, it is located in Wales, it has the 

longest railway station name in Europe. 

 

George Rowland 
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The Fairfield Steam Carriage 

 

This steam carriage was built to the design of William Bridges Adams at Fairfield 

Works in Bow, London.  It was tested on the West London Railway late in 1848, 

although it was early in 1850 before modifications had been made that allowed 

Adams to demonstrate that it was working to the agreed standards. 

It worked on the Bristol and Exeter Railway Clevedon and Tiverton branches, 

although it might have spent some time on the Weston branch too. 

The power unit had a single pair of driving wheels driven through a jackshaft by 

small 8-by-12-inch cylinders, the steam produced in a vertical boiler.  The boiler 

was not covered by a cab or other bodywork; the two pairs of carrying wheels were 

beneath the carriage portion.  It had seats for 16 first class and 32 second class 

passengers.  It was once timed as running at 52 miles per hour.  

It was numbered 29 in the Bristol and Exeter Railway locomotive list but generally 

referred to as "the Fairfield locomotive". 

George Rowland 

 
Your Contributions are Welcome! 

 

Left Hand Running is your newsletter, and without contributions from the 

membership content will be very thin.  I encourage everyone to submit articles be 

they large or small, prototype or model.  Please contact me at kford@ameritech.net 

with your ideas or submissions.  Thank you! 

Ken Ford, LHR Editor 

mailto:kford@ameritech.net

